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MCA NEWS ITEMS 

 
 

2013 BAR HARBOR ME. SEMINAR 
The recent annual seminar was very successful. Thirty five chemists attended and in total more 
than100 family members and friends turned out. We tried out a new seminar format where we 
had fewer but longer presentations and it seemed to be well accepted by those in attendance. 
Our keynote speaker was a local lobsterman, while a little unorthodox, his engaging style and 
humor made him one of our best and entertaining speakers in many years. He was able to 
engage all members of the audience from the chemists to the children. Also, our dinner dance 
had a twist to it. We had a traditional New England lobster bake which had the New Englanders 
and other experts showing the uninitiated at their tables how to shell and eat a lobster. Finally, 
the hospitality suite had a porch overlooking scenic Bar Harbor. The Atlantic section hosts did 
an excellent job providing local gifts for the ladies and with the food and drink. Thanks go out to 
Greg Grondin, Stephanie Carver and Pat Hickey for putting this together. Also, I would be 
remiss if I did not mention that a slide show and tribute to our long standing past secretary, did 
not leave a dry eye in the audience. We will miss him, although his past contributions will be 
remembered for many years. John Bell CMC 585 gave a memorial for Doyle Smith CMC 551 
and Stephen Gronda CMC 659 presented a remembrance for Gary Graham CMC 624. 

The Dinner Menu 

 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 
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Prior to the seminar an executive committee meeting was held. During the meeting the 
committee updated and created several policies which have been placed on the website. These 
were policies on ethics, expense charging and use of the ALLCMC email list. When you get a 
chance, please review these new policies. Another item that the committee worked on was an 
update to the MCA bylaws. Many of our bylaws no longer reflected our actual practices and 
needed updating. You will be receiving a ballot in the mail to vote on these. Please return it 
promptly. Another change made by the executive committee is the way sectional dues are 
collected. Starting with your next dues notice you will receive your sectional dues notice and 
annual dues notice in one bill. You will send one check to the MCA secretary and when all the 
dues are collected a check will be sent to the sectional treasurer. It has become apparent that 
the collection of section dues is difficult with the addition of new chemists and with chemists 
moving to different sections. Hopefully, this will be easier and cheaper for all.  
 

 
A group of CMC’s preparing for an inspection of the  hospitality suite. 

 
2012 ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 

 
At the start of the seminar the annual business meeting was conducted. During this session a 
review of the years past events was presented, an overview of the budget was given and 
various items discussed. NFPA gave a presentation on the status of the program, some of the 
highlights follow:  
 
EMCC Program and Monthly Survey Reports 
Regarding the Electronic Marine Chemist Certificate Program, since January 1, 2013 there have 

been 4,698 electronic Certificates written and posted on vessels (based on CMC reporting). 

There are presently 45 marine chemists enrolled in the program. Of those it appears 27 are 

active participants. At least 18 marine chemists have either not synchronized their database or 

have not been using the program. Larry will be contacting these individuals to find out why 

they have not used the program. 

The total of issued Marine Chemist’s Certificates (paper and electronic) as counted from 
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Monthly Survey Reports received since January 1, 2013 is 10,146 Certificates. Only 75% of 

Marine Chemists have reported their activity through the end of the first quarter of 2013. We 

need these reports so we can advise the Marine Gas Hazards Control Program on the financial 

health of the program. Based on the incomplete number of reports received thus far 2013 is 

looking like a low activity year for Marine Chemists overall. Marine Chemists who are behind in 

their reporting can expect a “personalized prompting” from Larry in the near future. 

(It should be noted that during the meeting it became apparent that many chemists did not 

understand how to fully sync to the server and this may be why the count is so low. Larry is 

working on this.) 
Chemical Data Guide for Bulk Shipment by Water (CDG) 
The Chemical Data Guide for Bulk Shipment by Water, COMDINST M16616.6A (CDG) was last 

published in 1990. 

During subcommittee meeting on 5/8/13 the CTAC members and guests in the audience spoke 

about the value of the CDG as a resource for mariners and other maritime workers. The group 

discussed whether or not the CDG is needed today given the various other sources of chemical 

substance hazard and safety information available. Comparing the CDG to the USCG CHRIS 

Code, the CDG is in a format and has content is better suited to users who are concerned with 

the safe transfer and transport of petroleum and chemical materials. CHRIS is targeted to an 

audience with a higher level of technical knowledge and for use in response to spills and 

releases. The CDG is a simplified version of CHRIS. Therefore the CHRIS Code is a useful source 

document from which to build a new CDG. 

That said, it was noted that the CHRIS Code is not current with the complete list of chemical 

substances that can be carried as cargoes on marine vessels. It was estimated that there are 

another 500 chemical substances that can be (need to be) added to CHRIS. 

There are also data points that the group believes should be added to the CDG such as static 

accumulator potential, melting point and viscosity. It was recognized that there may be data in 

the 1990 edition of the CDG that is unnecessary and can be removed. A questionnaire to the 

marine transportation industry may prove useful as a guide for the elements that should be 

included in the CDG document. 

It was agreed by the participants that a new (updated) CDG is needed. The format of a new CDG 

(electronic searchable database or booklet) is yet to be determined. At the CTAC meeting on 

5/9/13 the full committee approved the recommendation for CTAC to write a letter to the 

USCG recommending the Coast Guard work with NFPA to update CHRIS and develop a new 

version (edition) of the Chemical Data Guide for Bulk Shipment by Water, COMDINST 

M16616.6A and develop a plan to maintain the content of the document (or database). 
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Keynote Speaker, Captain John Nicolai Provides Inst ruction on How to Eat a Lobster 

 
NFPA 306, 2014 Edition 
NFPA 306 did not receive any Notice of Intent to Make a Motion (NITMAM) accordingly the 

Standards Council issuance of the 2014 edition was on May 28, 2013. As of 25 June 2013 the 

final edits for the Standard are being completed. 

The biggest change for the 2014 edition of NFPA 306 is the total reorganization of the standard. 

The Technical Committee on Gas Hazards reorganized the document so that all users of the 

standard can better understand the process of when a Marine Chemist is required, who is 

responsible for getting the Marine Chemist, how to clean the vessel in preparation for a Marine 

Chemist's inspection and survey, what the Marine Chemist will ask for prior to his /her 

inspection and what will be examined during the inspection, and finally, how to prepare, issue 

and maintain the Marine Chemist's Certificate. The reorganization reflects the actual work 

processes (within the scope of the standard) during vessel construction, conversion, repair and 

other similar shipyard employment. 

Revisions to requirements for hot work recognize that marine chemists are seen by the 

maritime industry as experts in fire prevention during vessel repairs. This has led to repair 

contractors calling upon marine chemists to provide services or consultation for areas and 

spaces on a vessel where the marine chemist is not necessarily required by either OSHA or U.S. 

Coast Guard regulations. Those consultations can include tests and inspections in 

accommodation areas, storage spaces, and auxiliary equipment rooms. New provisions were 

added to the Standard to address this evolution of the marine chemist’s role in ship repair. In 

addition, the Technical Committee established a maximum acceptable concentration of 

combustible or flammable gas of less than 10% of the lower explosive limit (LEL) in all spaces 

adjacent to hot work. The 2014 edition of NFPA 306 also incorporates information from an 



 

Marine Chemist Association, Inc.  
76 Farmholme Road � Stonington, CT. 06378 
P (860) 599-3079 � F (860) 599-3079 � dvraff@comcast.net 

 
 

Devoted to the development and dissemination of methods for evaluating 
And eliminating health, explosion, and fire hazards in marine industries. 

OSHA compliance directive for cargo, passenger, and miscellaneous vessels that explains when 

a Marine Chemist’s Certificate is necessary anytime hot work is closer than 25 feet (7.6 meters) 

to an adjacent tank that contains a liquid with a flashpoint at or below 150oF (65.5oC) – “the 25 

foot rule”. 

The new edition also provides explanatory material in Annex A about how frequently a space 

must be checked by the shipyard’s competent person after a Certificate has been posted. This 

guidance stresses the importance of maintaining safe conditions within confined spaces and 

provides minimum re‐inspection and testing criteria to achieve this objective. 

Annex B was updated with a product tanker drawing created by Edward Willwerth. 

As soon as the new edition of NFPA 306 is published, a copy will be distributed to each marine 

chemist and trainee 
 

MCQB Report ‐‐‐‐ 25 June 2013 

The MCQB met on 20‐21 March 2013 at the offices of OSG Ship Management in Tampa, FL. 

This was the final meeting for Chairman Mike Arnold. Independent Marine Chemist John 

Phillippi joined the Board for his first meeting and Patrick McGuire of Marsh (marine insurance) 

attended as a guest. Mr. McGuire is retired from the Coast Guard where for one of his duty 

stations he was COTP Sector Lower Mississippi River. 

Changes to the Rules. NFPA Board of Directors approved the recommended changes to the 

Rules for the Certification and Recertification of Marine Chemists. One of changes establishes a 

final minimum passing grade of 2.0 for each academic course required for certification. The 

other change clarifies the FCLC Endorsement renewal requirements. 

New Marine Chemist. The Board approved the certification of Joshua E. Marshall, CMC 721. 

Mr. Marshall works with David Miller in Charleston, SC. 

Occurrence Reports. The Board reviewed the details of 5 occurrence reports. None of these 

reports required any further action by the Board. 

New Trainee. The Board approved the application for registration – Mark A. Amedee. 

Initial Certification Guidelines and Pathways to Certification Table. The Board developed a 

matrix that will be used as a guide by the Board when evaluating equivalent professional and 

practical qualifications of applicants in accordance with Section III Qualifications ‐ Professional 

and Section IV.E Qualifications ‐ Practical in the Rules for Certification and Recertification of 
Marine Chemists. The Board agreed that 3 years of employment activity is an essential 

training 

element. The MCQB determined that there is no Rules change required since Section III and 

Section IV.E give the Board latitude in assessing an applicant’s qualifications. The matrix will 

not be published but the NFPA Marine Field Service will develop a guidance document for the 

MCQB to approve that applicants can use when considering a career as a NFPA Certificated 
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Marine Chemist. 

Proposed Changes to Navy Standard Items. The MCQB reviewed three changes to NAVSEA 

Standard Items: 009‐74 (contractor training), 009‐07 (diesel & jet fuel TLV), and 009‐35 (diesel 

& jet fuel TLV). The Board did not have any comments for the changes to these Navy Standard 

Items. The comment closing date was 01 April 2013. 

 

 
Outside at the Bar Harbor Hotel Hospitality Suite  

 

NEW CHEMISTS 
 

On July 19th John Loprino and David Hughes went before the MCQB for their final step in 
certification. Both individuals passed and John Loprino is CMC 722 and Rob Hughes is CMC 
723. John will be relocating to the Chicago area and Robert will move to Texas and work with 
John Bell CMC 585. This brings the total number of chemists up to 95.  
 

WEBSITE INFORMATION 
The website is being better used to relay information about the association on it. Currently, the 
presentations from the 2013 annual seminar along with the sectional seminars, are available. 
Additionally, new policies approved by the executive board have been placed on the website. 
Please take a look at the web site and ensure your contact information is correct. The allcmc 
email list is taken from the information there. Also, when I get calls for a chemist I direct 
customers to the site. If you have any suggestions for improvement please give Don Raffo a call 
or email at dvraff@comcast.net    
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SCHOLARSHIP 
 

There were no applicants for the scholarship this year which means there will be additional 
funds available next year. Remember, if you have a child or grandchild entering their first year of 
college who will be studying science or engineering, they are eligible. A reminder will be sent 
out at the start of the year.  
During the annual business meeting the membership voted to name the scholarship in memory 
of Ed Willwerth. The scholarship will be known as the Edward J. Willwerth Marine Chemist 
Scholarship.  
 

 
The dinner dance included a special guest appearanc e with the band 

by our own Stephen (Harmonica) Gronda CMC 659 
 

GENERAL ITEMS 
 

During the annual seminar Ed Willwerth was honored with the Don and Evelyn Smith Lifetime 
Achievement award. His name has been added to the bell along with the other members who 
have provided outstanding service to the MCA and the industry.  
 
The name of our annual seminar will change starting next year. For the past two years the Navy 
gas free engineers have not been able to attend due to budget cuts. You may remember that all 
of the engineers attended every year and held their annual meeting after the seminar. In an 
attempt to try and get them back they asked that we drop the word seminar from the title due to 
negative connotations and past bad behavior at seminars (not ours).  Next year our seminar will 
be called the Annual Marine Chemist Training Session (or something similar). 
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Next year our annual training will be in Las Vegas at the Aria Hotel. It is a new hotel with great 
accommodations in the heart of the strip. The meeting will be in July and we are currently 
finalizing the details for the exact dates. However, due to negative connotations with the city, the 
MCQB, which normally meets in conjunction with the seminar will not be able to meet in Vegas. 
They will schedule a meeting at a later time in the year.   
 
Mr. Robbie Walker CMC 645 has been elected as our new chairman. During the annual seminar 
Tom Littlepage CMC 629 moved to the past chairman position, Philip Dovinh CMC 667 moved 
to the Chairman’s position and Robbie moved to Chairman Elect and is in charge of the 
education committee. Each of these individuals will hold the position for two years. We have a 
great team and we all wish them good luck.  
 
Your sectional representatives are:  

i. Gregory Grondin, Atlantic, Term expires 4/15 
ii. Robert Tew, Atlantic, Term expires 4/14  
iii. John Edgar, Pacific, Term expires 4/15 
iv. John Flynn, Pacific, Term expires 4/14 
v. Geoffery Jenny, Gulf, Term expires 4/15 
vi. Ken Mercer, Gulf, Term expires 4/14 

 
 
 
 


